


1. THE DRILL HALL.

Start the walk by going up School Street to the Main 
Huddersfield Road and turn right.

On the opposite side of the main road is the DRILL HALL, built 
adjacent to the earlier Town Hall. It was opened in 1892 as the 
home for the Holmfirth Rifle Volunteers. Previously they had 
held their drill sessions in the DRUIDS HALL (Blue Plaque 4). 
The Drill Hall became Holme Valley Civic Hall in 1947.



2. HOLMFIRTH TECHNICAL COLLEGE.

Continue the walk along the main road in the direction of 
Huddersfield to reach the TECHNICAL COLLEGE.

This opened in 1894 as the TECHNICAL INSTITUTE, offering a
technical education to young men in the evenings after they 
had done their day’s work in the mills. After the Education Act of
1902 the institute came under the control of the former West 
Riding County Council and was established as the first 
Holmfirth Secondary School with 48 pupils. Technical classes 
continued in the evenings.

Kirklees College eventually closed it.  It has now been bought 
by a charitable Community Beneficial Society and is being 
redeveloped as an arts and community centre as “The Tech” 
which is what generations of Holmfirthers always called it.



3. HOLMFIRTH MONUMENTAL ALMSHOUSES.

Enter Bridge Lane, (between the College and the fire station), 
walk to the top of the lane and turn left up the hill into Station 
Road, passing the station master’s house, the only surviving
remains of Holmfirth’s railway station. Continue as far as the 
ALMSHOUSES on the opposite side of the road.

These five houses, built in the Gothic style, date from 1856. 
They were constructed as a Memorial to the Flood, i.e. the 
great Holmfirth flood of 1852. The money to pay for the 
almshouses came from public subscription and the work of the 
Ladies Bazaar committee. A sum of almost £70,000, (over £4 
million in today’s money), was raised to support the many 
victims of the flood. The almshouses, which once had a spire, 
were dedicated “to the poor of all the surrounding townships for 
ever.”



4. DRUIDS HALL

Retrace your steps downhill towards Holmfirth. On the left hand
side, opposite the car park, is DRUIDS HALL.

This building was built for the Ancient Order of Druids Friendly 
Society in 1846 at a cost then of £1800 eventually rising to over
£2000. Friendly Societies date from the late 18th century in 
order to offer financial help and security to the poorest in 
society. The Druids were particularly strong in this area with
some 600 members in the mid 19th century. Since those early 
days the building has had different uses, drill hall, Methodist 
meeting hall, entertainment hall, hotel, early meeting place for 
Socialists, and then Masonic Hall. It still seems to exude an air 
of mystery.



5. BAMFORTH & CO.

A few yards below the Druids Hall we reach the former 
warehouse and studio of BAMFORTHS & CO. FINE ART 
PUBLISHERS. Ten yards past this building is the former site of 
the original studio.

James Bamforth established a business as painter and studio 
photographer in 1870. Around 1883 he started producing 
lantern slides. By the late 1890s lantern slides were produced 
to accompany songs and stories performed in music and 
variety halls before the advent of the cinema. In 1902 postcards
were becoming popular and these were then produced from the
negatives of the lantern slides.  In the periods 1898 to 1900 and
1913 to 1915 the company had brief success producing 
comedy films prior to the advent of the Hollywood era. These 
had a Holmfirth flavour with local people becoming “stars”. 

During the first World War a wide range of sentimental cards 
was produced, designed to appeal to those whom the War 
would separate, some for ever. Bamforths also became popular
for comic postcards. (A selection of saucy seaside cards is on 
display in Holmfirth Library.)



6. TH’OWD TOWSER

From Bamforth’s continue downhill and just past the café fork 
left up the cobbled Daisy Lane.

At the top is TH’OWD TOWSER. This is probably the oldest 
building in Holmfirth, dating from around 1600. It was once the 
windowless church lock up where vagrants and criminals could 
be held before being transferred to the county gaol in 
Wakefield. The upper floor still contains the cell. It has also 
served as mortuary, ambulance station and fire station. Where 
the name “Towser” comes from is unclear.



7. HAROLD WAGSTAFF

Go past Th’owd Towser and then down the steep steps by the 
side of the church.

This brings you to a small open square, the churchyard site of 
Sid’s Café of “Last of the Summer Wine” fame. Cross the 
churchyard and turn left past the ironmonger’s shop. Cross 
Dunford Road, turn left up the road to the Shoulder of Mutton 
pub.

On the gable end of the pub is a plaque to HAROLD 
WAGSTAFF who was chosen to play Rugby League for his 
country when only 17 and was captain of the England touring 
team in the 1914 and 1920 seasons. He was named Prince of 
Centres. Originally playing for the Pump Hole Rangers it was at
the Pump Hole, in the wall opposite, that he signed as a 
professional rugby player for Huddersfield in 1906.



8. THE NOOK

Return a few steps downhill and take the narrow footpath to the
left of the health food shop.

This brings you to one of Holmfirth’s oldest pubs.  Previously 
the Rose and Crown, it was recently renamed THE NOOK to 
reflect the name used by local people for many decades past. It
takes its name from its site, and is on one Holmfirth’s ancient 
routes. Today it has it’s own award winning micro brewery.



9. BEAST MARKET

From the Nook continue over the bridge, Higgin Brig, past the 
cobbler’s shop onto Hollowgate. Walk along Hollowgate to the 
junction with Goose Green.

The plaque high up on the wall here indicates an earlier use of 
the area for fairs from 1725. It was here that the first regular 
cattle market was held from the early 1900s until 1920, when it 
moved to Crown Bottom, remaining there until 1950. Today it is 
sited at Riverside Market, off Woodhead Road.



10. LOWER MILL

Continue along Hollowgate to the Elephant and Castle, another 
of Holmfirth’s old pubs with links to the era of the stagecoach. 
(Note on the wall of the pub the plaque indicating the height of 
water in the disastrous 1944 flood). Take Lower Mill Lane on 
the right of the pub which leads to the site of the former 
LOWER MILL.

This part of Holmfirth has long been associated with the textile 
trade. The LOWER MILL complex was built between the late 
18th and early 20th centuries and suffered severe damage in 
the floods of 1852 and 1944. As with so many former woollen 
mills in the area it has been converted into residential flats, with
many new houses built on former mill land.



11. THE TOLL HOUSE

Retrace your steps from Lower Mill back to the bridge by the 
Elephant and Castle. Just across the bridge on the left is the 
TOLL HOUSE.

This bridge was, until 1844, part of the main route through the 
township. After this date Victoria Street with a new and wider 
bridge was built across the river replacing Hollowgate as the 
main through route. The Toll House, which was established to 
collect fees for the Huddersfield to Woodhead Turnpike Trust, 
also lay on the Shepley Lane Head to Greenfield Turnpike. 
What draws the “Last of the Summer Wine” tourist to this part of
Holmfirth are the homes of Nora Battye and Compo on the 
adjacent Scar Fold.



12. PICTUREDROME

At the Toll House turn right, walk to the traffic lights and turn 
right down Victoria Street. At the bottom cross on the zebra 
crossing, taking the path between the butcher’s shop and the 
river.  (Note high up on the wall of the butcher’s shop the 
marker indicating the height of water in the disastrous 1852 
floods.)

A few yards further on is the PICTUREDROME.  It is one of the 
few remaining examples of an early purpose built cinema. After 
a period of neglect at the end of the 20th century it was 
reopened as a cinema/theatre in 1998. It is now a popular 
venue for films and musical gigs.

To return to the car park cross the river by the footbridge in 
front of the Old Bridge Hotel.  Turn left and pass through the 
bus station, taking the footpath along the river to the left of the 
Post Office.
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